
 Aim  

To  l earn  about  who pays  and  who i s  he l d  

res pons ib l e  fo r  the  ext i nct ion  o f  a  w i ld f i r e .  

 

Description 

A w i ld f i r e  i s  a  co mpl ex  phenom enon invo lv ing  a  
wid e rang e of  env i r onment a l ,  s oc ia l  and  
econo mi c  fac tors .  In  th is  cha l len ge,  we inv i t e  
you  to  e xp lor e  a  w i ld f i r e  that  occu rred  in  your  
area ,  m ak ing  us e  o f  the  narrat ives  an d 
pers pe ct ives  o f  k ey  a c tors  and  to  s har e  th e 
res ea rch  r es u l t s  in  a  cr e at ive  and  enga g ing  w ay ,  
and  ref l ec t ing  on  ho w long  i t  tak es  for  a  

com munity  to  re cover  a f te r  a  w i ld f i r e .  

 

Linked units  

•  Unit  5 :  Preparedeness  

•  Unit  6 :  Preparedeness  I I  

•  Unit  8 :  Aftermath of  a wi ldf ire  
 

Type of  results  

•  Group discuss ion  

•  Teaching each other  
 

Material  you may need  

•  Pen and notebook 
 

Scope of  impact  

•  Classroom 

•  Educat ional  centre  

 

Professions related to  the topic  

•  Economist  

•  Socio logist  

•  Publ ic  administrator  

8.3 WHO PAYS IF THE LANDSCAPE BURNS? 

 

Activity:  a  case study of  a nearby 
fire  

I f  poss ible,  go  to  a  landscape that  has  been 
the stage of  an important  wi ldf ire  ( in  terms 
of  i ts  impacts  on the community) .  
Otherwise,  f ind another place of  interest  to 
do the act iv ity .  Also,  f ind two people:  one 
l inked to  the ext inct ion of  the f i re  and 
another one direct ly  affected by the f i re .  

Tasks  

1.  In the  c lassroom, discuss  what  you know 
of  that  f i re ,  share your experience and 
what  i t  made you feel .  Brainstorm together 
and write  quest ions  about  the f i re ,  i ts  
management and the impacts  to  the 
community  (group).  

You may want  to  inc lude this  topics:  

•  Groups of  people  involved in the 
ext inct ion of  the wi ldf ire  ( for  example, 
inhabitants  of  a  neighbourhood,  the f i re 
serv ices,  or  the local  counci l )  

•  Sources for  f i ref ight ing funding  

•  Insurance for  landscapes  

•  Aid plans from the government  

2 .  Go to the chosen landscape.  Div ide in 
two subgroups.  Each one wi l l  have the 
opportunity  to  l isten and ask the l isted 
quest ions and other  ones that  come up to 
one of  the guests .  Take notes indiv idual ly  -
you can share them but  make sure you have 
your own.  (group)  

3 .  Div ide in pairs ,  one of  each subgroup.  
Now you wi l l  explain to  each other  what 
you have learned,  with the help of  your 
notes.  (group)  

4 .  Back in c lass ,  answer jo int ly  a l l  the  
quest ions you had l isted.  (group)  

 

Complementary  or  extra act iv ity :  

In  groups ,  explain what  you have learned 
to  other  courses in your school .  


